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Pitcher at Stanford, but not for Stanford
Jake Curtis, Chronicle Staff Writer
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On Saturday, a gorgeous afternoon, the 2,447 people jammed into Stanford's picturesque
Sunken Diamond were buzzing about the tense pitching duel involving then-No. 6
Stanford and No. 16 Cal.

Meanwhile, a few hundred yards away, Stanford
freshman Jack McGeary, clad in a T-shirt and shorts,
was throwing off the mound at the secluded Palo Alto
High School baseball field. His brother, Dan, a
member of the Harvard basketball team, was the
catcher, and the only observers were McGeary's agent
and two members of the Washington Nationals' front
office.

It was a simulated game, with batters serving only as
window dressing. The Nationals' executives, Bob
Boone and Mike Rizzo, quietly watched as McGeary
worked through four impressive, albeit artificial,
innings.

"He looked outstanding," Rizzo said. "His body is in
terrific shape, his arm was live, the ball came out of his

hand well."

Rizzo, the Nationals' vice president of baseball operations, spoke like a scientist pleased
by the results of an experiment. And, in fact, McGeary is an experiment, one in which
McGeary and the Nationals hypothesize that a teenager with major-league potential has
the motivation and discipline to develop essentially on his own while attending Stanford.

McGeary, 19, is a test case. He signed a pro baseball contract, with a $1.8 million signing
bonus, but attends Stanford full time. It means he can't play for the Cardinal at all or on
a minor-league team until next month, when he finishes his freshman year.

"It's kind of a solitary thing," Mc- Geary said.

Not allowed to use the baseball facilities at Stanford, McGeary typically trudges to an
unused field at Stanford or makes the 20-minute drive to Santa Clara University carrying
his bag of balls. He then goes through the routine outlined for him by the Nationals.
Lately, with the minor-league season in full swing, he is trying to follow the same
schedule of a pitcher on a five-day rotation.

On a recent Tuesday at Santa Clara, for example, he did his running in the outfield, went
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through his stretching exercises, threw pitches against a small netted backstop he put up,
then threw in the bullpen for a while, gathering the balls and putting them back in his
bag as needed during a two-hour workout. No coach. No teammates. No uniform. No
batters. And, often, no catcher.

Some days, he throws a simulated game. Others, he throws on a field near his dormitory
to a fellow Stanford student he knows only as "Teke." Then, of course, there is the weight
training at Stanford's recreation center, and the yoga classes to improve his flexibility.
Baseball training takes up three or four hours a day.

Academically, McGeary is pushing the envelope as well, taking 20 units a quarter instead
of the typical 16, putting him on schedule to graduate in three years.

"I'm just trying to get as much done as possible, because you can't predict the future," he
said. "I figure while I'm here there's no reason to fool around."

He carries a 3.5 grade-point average, plans to major in classics and still has time to play
a good bit of golf.

"With what I'm doing," McGeary said, "it's hard to procrastinate."

On his own

The hardest part, McGeary said, is not being part of a team for the first time in his life.
He went to spring training in Florida for three weeks in March between winter and
spring quarters and said it was difficult to return to school.

"The thing we worried about was the isolation," McGeary's father, Pat, said.

There was not any doubt McGeary would have the discipline and motivation to handle
the task. His parents, Pat and Rita, have known that for years, and the Nationals made
that discovery when they poked and prodded into McGeary's background to see whether
he had the character to make such an unprecedented plan work. Leaving a player on his
own jeopardizes his development, especially if he's a pitcher.

The Nationals decided McGeary was worth the risk, even though he's from Newton,
Mass., not exactly the cradle of major-league pitchers, and graduated from Roxbury
Latin School in Boston, an all-boys private school with a graduating class of 50 and
where the caliber of baseball is suspect at best. Roxbury Latin has only a 15-game
baseball schedule, and McGeary had seven starts as a senior, striking out 80 in 40
innings.

What made him a first-round prospect was the sharp curveball, quality fastball and the
command of both he had shown against the nation's best in AAU competition during the
summer before his senior year.

Scouts recognized his talent, but his commitment to Stanford and the money it would
take for him to forgo college scared off teams as last year's June draft approached.
McGeary was not taken until the sixth round by the Nationals.

Unusual, risky deal

Not much negotiating took place until the Aug. 15 deadline for signing approached.
That's when Nationals general manager Jim Bowden proposed something different:
paying first-round money for a pitcher who would not participate in college ball and
would not be available for minor-league ball until June each year.

"It's Jim Bowden's creativity; that's the best way to describe it," said Mc- Geary's agent
(and former Stanford football player), Brodie Van Wagenen.

The agreement, reached just minutes before the deadline, was for less money than
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McGeary had been offered earlier, but this one allowed him to go to school full time.

There have been similar deals. Brad Ausmus was signed as a 48th-round draft choice
and was allowed to attend Dartmouth, where he served as a volunteer coach for the Big
Green but missed little minor-league time because of his flexible schedule. Shawn Green
signed as a first-round draft choice in 1991 (for a bonus of less than half what McGeary
got) and attended Stanford for only the fall and winter quarters for two years before
turning solely to baseball.

McGeary is getting big money (it's socked away in a bank and investments) and is getting
his Stanford education paid by a major-league baseball fund.

"I understand it," Stanford coach Mark Marquess said, "but I don't think it was a good
decision for his baseball or for his schooling. But it was a family decision and he has a
good, strong family."

McGeary's chief ambition always has been to be a major-leaguer, and time will tell
whether a 19-year-old student working on his own while attending Stanford can develop
into a major-league prospect. Rizzo likes what he's seen so far.

"The industry is going to be surprised how quickly he develops," Rizzo said.

Tough lineup

Jack McGeary is a Stanford freshman with major-league aspirations. He's not on the
Cardinal's baseball team, so, lacking any baseball stats, here's his classroom load:

Main courses: 1) Exploring the Death Penalty; 2) American Literature and Culture to
1855; 3) Management of Sustainable Building Projects; 4) Epic Journeys, Modern
Quests (humanities requirement).

Smaller courses: 1) Sports Nutrition; 2) History of Medicine; 3) Anthropology of
Medicine

E-mail Jake Curtis at jcurtis@sfchronicle.com.

This article appeared on page C - 1 of the San Francisco Chronicle
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tivon wrote:

I wouldn't agree with you on that one jscrlla. He's doing alot...Training by himself, and
maintaining a 3.5 GPA at stanford...with no college team support ...Thats an
accomplishment...Who needs to play for stanford, when your getting the highly sought after
education...AND your already signed at a pro athlete with some financial security. Best of
luck to this guy, it's a great story...he must clearly have some talent.He could have just said
F' college alltegether and just worked out until he could play ball. Kudos on maintaining
your your mental developement as well as your atheletics.

5/13/2008 11:53 AM PDT

Recommend (12)

hoopmama wrote:

He's getting the college experience, one year of an awesome education and will have the
chance to play professional baseball. Not too many kids can say they have all these
opportunities. Good for him and his family!
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huiru55 wrote:

NCAA rules are absurd!! Why not examine the institutions where gorillas could enter if they
could play a sport or where so-called student atheletes major in basket weaving in order to
stay elegible to compete until they sign their hoped for professional contract. A long long
time ago I had a class at Cal. in a large lecture hall with about 20 students. At the first
mid-term in came a large portion of the football team---members of which had never ever
showed up for a lecture. Now this is a school with, at least, some academic standards. This,
was by the way, in the early 1950s. One can only wonder what goes on at schools with no
standards to speak of and which are always in the top ten in the major sports.
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