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Jack McGeary will get a $1.8 million signing bonus and the
team will pay for his education at Stanford. (courtesy Perfect
Game USA)

Related Links

¥ In stifling heat, Hamels earns 14th win
¥ Hamels fans six  400K
¥ Ruiz's two-run homer  400K
¥ Roberson's grab starts DP  400K
¥ Nats unable to back Hanrahan in loss
¥ Hanrahan strikes out eight  400K
¥ Belliard goes deep  400K
¥ Young's long ball  400K
¥ Belliard's running grab  400K
¥ Phils notes: Victorino's rehab hits snag

MLB Headlines

¥ Guillen can't wait for Crede to get healthy
¥ Back spasms persist for Youkilis
¥ Tribe's Westbrook may need hip surgery
¥ Clemente Award nominees announced
¥ Sore arm for Big Z | Harden to skip start
¥ Octoberquest: Today at Races | Yesterday
¥ Gregg tosses bullpen session
¥ Chipper sits out Wednesday's game
¥ More MLB Headl ines

ADVERTISEMENT

 News

News Home

Magazine

Entertainment

Perspectives

Press Releases

Awards

Probable Pitchers

Press Pass

Special Reports

Milestones

Tributes

Winter Leagues

World Baseball Classic

News Archive

Noticias en espa–ol

RSS News Feeds 

08/16/2007 8:38 PM ET

McGeary, Nats happy to work out deal
Lefty will p lay th rough September, then atten d Stanford
By Bill Ladson / MLB.com
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WASHINGTON -- A day after agreeing to terms,
left-hander Jack McGeary was introduced as the
newest member of the Nationals during a Thursday
press conference.

McGeary, a sixth-round pick of the 2007 First-Year
Player Draft, will wear No. 21 and play for the Gulf
Coast Nationals before heading to Stanford
University in late September.

"This is really a last-minute thing," McGeary said.
"Our discussions really didn't start until [early
August]. The Nationals were patient with me the
whole time and they knew that it was a unique
situation."

McGeary said in June that he was not going to sign
unless he received first-round money, and he now
has it. McGeary will get a $1.8 million signing
bonus and the team will pay for his education at
Stanford. McGeary will play professional baseball
from June through late September and then attend
school full-time.

"I know I'm going to work hard at it. It's not going to
be easy, especially being away from the Nationals
for months at a time," McGeary said. "At the same
time, they know I'm going to be closer to a degree.
All of those things helped them become
comfortable with the decision that I made."

The Nationals were willing to pay over the slot
because McGeary was considered a top 10 pick
and has a Major League curveball, which assistant
general manager Bob Boone compared to former
right-hander Bert Blyleven's. The reason McGeary
dropped in the Draft was because teams thought
he would be difficult to sign and go straight to
school.

"Unsignable to us meant signable later in the Draft,
we hoped. But we didn't think we'd be able to do it,"
general manager Jim Bowden said. "But as the
second day of the Draft started and we began
round six, we had an internal meeting and we felt
that it was worth taking the risk, because of the
talent that Jack possessed."

While everyone was all smiles at the press
conference, there was a feeling as recently as
Tuesday night that McGeary would not sign with
the Nationals. In fact, as agent Brodie Van
Wagenen put it, "I had very low expectations that a
deal would get done."

But, according to Van Wagenen, Bowden came up with a creative idea. McGeary could become a full-time
student and play professional baseball at the same time. Amateur scouting director Dana Brown helped
Bowden come up with the idea. When Brown was a scouting supervisor with the Pirates, he signed right-
hander Chris Young, now with the Padres. Young went to school at Princeton University and played
professional baseball at the same time for two years.

"That was the first point in time where there was any discussion or consideration that Jack would listen," Van
Wagenen said. "Then at that point, we had to get through [other] issues."

On Wednesday, both parties had financial discussions and Van Wagenen wanted it to be written in the
contract that the Nationals would pay for McGeary's education.

"Just as much as everybody likes each other, a handshake on college was not gong to be enough. It needed
to be reflected on the contract," Van Wagenen said. "There was a question whether that would be allowed to
be included. Had that not happened, there is no deal. That got resolved late in the day."

Later, McGeary, Van Wagenen and Bowden agreed to terms. Bowden then presented the deal to team
president Stan Kasten, who then took it to the Nationals' board of directors.

"The owners have been sensational and have been involved every step of the way, wanting to understand
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