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WASHINGTON -- A day after agreeing to terms,
Press Pass left-hander Jack McGeary was introduced as the
Special Reports newest member of the Nationals during a Thursday
press conference.
Milestones
McGeary, a sixth-round pick of the 2007 First-Year

Tributes Player Draft, will wear No. 21 and play for the Gulf
Winter Leagues Coast Nationals before heading to Stanford
University in late September.
World Baseball Classic Jack McGeary will get a $1.8 million signing bonus and the

"This is really a last-minute thing," McGeary said. team will pay for his education at Stanford. (courtesy Perfect
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"Our discussions really didn't start until [early Game USA)
Noticias en espa—ol August]. The Nationals were patient with me the

whole time and they knew that it was a unique
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has it. McGeary will get a $1.8 million signing —
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be easy, especially being away from the Nationals
for months at a time," McGeary said. "At the same MLB Headlines
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right-hander Bert Blyleven's. The reason McGeary
dropped in the Draft was because teams thought ADVERTISEMENT
he would be difficult to sign and go straight to
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"Unsignable to us meant signable later in the Draft,
we hoped. But we didn't think we'd be able to do it,"
general manager Jim Bowden said. "But as the
second day of the Draft started and we began
round six, we had an internal meeting and we felt
that it was worth taking the risk, because of the
talent that Jack possessed."

While everyone was all smiles at the press
conference, there was a feeling as recently as
Tuesday night that McGeary would not sign with
the Nationals. In fact, as agent Brodie Van
Wagenen put it, "I had very low expectations that a
deal would get done."

But, according to Van Wagenen, Bowden came up with a creative idea. McGeary could become a full-time
student and play professional baseball at the same time. Amateur scouting director Dana Brown helped
Bowden come up with the idea. When Brown was a scouting supervisor with the Pirates, he signed right-
hander Chris Young, now with the Padres. Young went to school at Princeton University and played
professional baseball at the same time for two years.

"That was the first point in time where there was any discussion or consideration that Jack would listen," Van
Wagenen said. "Then at that point, we had to get through [other] issues."
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